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Welcome to the 2024 edition of the Swindon Summer SEND
News Splash. This is the fifth edition of this newsletter and is
full of activities and clubs available to children and young
people in Swindon.

Not all the activities in this programme are SEND specific.
Contact the activity organisers direct if you wish to discuss
your child's individual needs. 
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Bi-Weekly Cycling Sessions for SEND Children
Where: Moredon Sporting Hub (MSH) 
When: From Thursday 25th July. These sessions will run every Monday & Thursday until Monday 2nd September. 
Time: Between 12:00 - 13:00.
Cost: £3.00 per child per session (there is no charge for accompanying parents/carers).
How to sign up: Booking is required for these sessions, for the first week please book your child's place by emailing
Rebeccacox@britishcycling.org.uk or call: 07515606704

Parents/carers need to complete a Participant Registration form & Disclaimer before joining, this can be completed online or
on arrival at reception.

There will be a number of adapted cycles as well as standard bicycles & helmets to borrow as part of this session. Families
are welcome to bring their own cycles to the session if they have them.

There are a number of cycling sessions for SEND children and their families available during these summer holidays.

Family Disability Cycling sessions
Where: A traffic-free track yet to be confirmed. 
When: Weekly sessions from Friday 16th August, also to be confirmed.
What: Sessions for disabled adults/children to come and borrow a bike and cycle around a cycle track with their
family/friends. The aim is to switch these sessions to a weekend day once the school term begins again.

Kid's Learn to Cycle & Cycle Confidence Sessions
Some learn to cycle and cycle confidence sessions are being organised for children in these summer holidays. The organiser
is keen to ensure that these sessions are as inclusive as possible to neurodiverse children and those with additional needs.
Separate dedicated sessions can be provided if this is required as well. If you know a child who is interested in joining the
sessions, please encourage their parents/carers to get in touch to let the organiser know if there are any adaptations that
can be  made to break down the barriers to joining such sessions. 

For further information on any of the sessions above please contact Rebeccacox@britishcycling.org.uk or call: 07515606704

mailto:Rebeccacox@britishcycling.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dqBVMkjobEyLgECjItWSUJUge9hs0jJIuSz_e5n8vjpUNExaSENZN1FHU0pXQUZGQTlZWExRM0FDRC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dqBVMkjobEyLgECjItWSUJUge9hs0jJIuSz_e5n8vjpUMjBTOUk1NE1GWEtQQjFPREpNMUtWR0tDWS4u
mailto:Rebeccacox@britishcycling.org.uk
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Swindon Holiday Activities and Food
Programme (HAF)
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Since 2018, the government's holiday activities and food
program has given support to children getting free school
meals during school holidays. After successful trials between
2018 and 2020, the program was available in all upper tier
local authorities in 2021.  

Research has shown that school holidays can be a hard time
for some families. For some children this can lead to a
holiday experience gap. Children from low-income families
are:

Less likely to join organised activities outside of school
More likely to have 'unhealthy holidays' in terms of
nutrition and physical health  
More likely to feel socially isolated

As a result of Swindon’s Holiday Activities and Food
Programme (HAF) we want children who attend to:

Eat healthy food over the school holidays. 
Be active during the school holidays.
Take part in fun and enriching activities. These activities
help the development of resilience, character and well-
being. As well as their wider educational success.
Be safe and not socially isolated.
Have more knowledge of health and nutrition. 
Be more engaged with school and other local services.
We also want to make sure that the families who take part
in this programme:
Develop their understanding of nutrition and food
budgeting. Food budgeting means planning meals and
shopping to spend an affordable amount on food.
Get information and support pointed towards them, for
example, health, employment, and education.

For more information about HAF programme please visit the
Swindon Borough Council site:
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20032/schools_and_educa
tion/1178/holiday_activities_and_food_programme

Or the Gov.UK site:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-
activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activites-and-food-
programme-2024

HAF aims to

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20032/schools_and_education/1178/holiday_activities_and_food_programme
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20032/schools_and_education/1178/holiday_activities_and_food_programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activites-and-food-programme-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activites-and-food-programme-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activites-and-food-programme-2024
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Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL) helps build active and
sustainable communities through their partners. They
work to a social agenda and are committed to providing
accessible community facilities for all. They believe in
offering value for money.

Their Inclusive activities are suitable for those with
learning and/or physical disabilities. Also appropriate for
those with stable health conditions, including poor mental
health.

To view a list of inclusive activities click the link:
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/swindon/the-
link-centre/inclusive-the-link-centre

For more summer activities visit the holiday activities
page on the Better website:
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/swindon/the-
link-centre/holiday-activities-link-centre

Signal Festival
The Signal Festival will run from the 22nd July 2024 - 3rd
August 2024. It will host a dynamic mix of performance,
participation and professional development for 11-25 year
olds. It will include theatre, dance, visual arts, digital arts,
music and creative writing. 
 
All of these events are FREE or a maximum of £2 per space.
So, take a look & book onto your favourite events fast! 
 
Website: https://www.signalfestival.co.uk/ 

Please share this video of Erin & Arlo introducing the festival:
Video: https://youtu.be/77uG0PFkKVo
 
The organisers are looking for musicians, singers, actors &
writers to perform at one of the open mic opportunities. If
you are interested please fill out the following form:
https://forms.office.com/e/sBRYLrze93

They are also looking for young artists 11-29 to submit their
artwork to the "Look Here" exhibition. If you are interested
please sign up via the from :
https://forms.office.com/e/mPP1kaKKAz

There is a specific SEND drama workshop for 16+ run by
REACH Inclusive Arts
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/signalfestival/131444

Inclusive Activities from Better

https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/swindon/the-link-centre/inclusive-the-link-centre
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/swindon/the-link-centre/inclusive-the-link-centre
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.signalfestival.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,jMUTscZSqIdJOn_dMWjOKuLXilh4sp7lFrXXnKp7L1Klwiufwg9YJYSJjEhxXdJnyGRLrclcAIpAB37Z9U16TpkGTInk4rS9MI36Jvw1hXaQ7DY81sbxrtBu&typo=1
https://youtu.be/77uG0PFkKVo
https://forms.office.com/e/sBRYLrze93
https://forms.office.com/e/mPP1kaKKAz
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/signalfestival/1314448


The Summer Reading Challenge, which encourages children
to read for pleasure over the summer holidays, is back! The
challenge started on Saturday 6th July and runs until Sunday
8th September. During this time, children can sign-up for free
at any Swindon Library

Libraries are running 50 plus free family events over the
holidays. Events are being added to the Swindon Libraries
and Information Service website this week:
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRC2023 
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For older readers aged 12-19 (although anyone is
welcome to participate), Swindon Libraries are running a
competition setting various reading challenges.

The prize for completion is a £30 Love2shop voucher!

 For more information, visit the Swindon Libraries and
Information Services website:
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRCTEENS

Teen Book Bingo

Marvellous Makers 

https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRC2023
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/https:/swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRCTEENScgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRCTEENS
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/https:/swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRCTEENScgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRNGEN/WPAC/SRCTEENS
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Other activities available
over Summer 2024 (please
check costs)

For craft project and ideas please visit:
https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/ideas/

To see what’s on at Museum & Art Swindon visit:
https://www.museumartswindon.com/whats-on/ 

To see what’s on at STEAM:
https://www.steam-museum.org.uk/whats-
on/

To view Swindon Town Football
Club’s Football and Fun in the
school holiday’s offer, visit:
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/pr
ogrammes/courses-
packages/holiday-
courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20
to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20
making%20new%20friends.

To see what’s on at
Lydiard Park visit their
website:
https://www.lydiardpark.or
g.uk/events/

To see what events are taking place
at Rockstar Climbing visit their
website:
https://www.rockstarclimbing.co.u
k/events-competitions

To see what’s on at Roves
Farm visit their website:
https://rovesfarm.co.uk/w
hats-on/

https://www.hobbycraft.co.uk/ideas/
https://www.museumartswindon.com/whats-on/
https://www.museumartswindon.com/whats-on/
https://www.steam-museum.org.uk/whats-on/
https://www.steam-museum.org.uk/whats-on/
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.stfcfoundation.com/programmes/courses-packages/holiday-courses#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20our%20Core,time%20and%20making%20new%20friends.
https://www.lydiardpark.org.uk/events/
https://www.lydiardpark.org.uk/events/
https://www.rockstarclimbing.co.uk/events-competitions
https://www.rockstarclimbing.co.uk/events-competitions
https://rovesfarm.co.uk/whats-on/
https://rovesfarm.co.uk/whats-on/


The Local Offer wishes you all a
happy and safe summer 2024
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